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T A colourful corner of quilts in
he Museum is operand Spring has sprung. | the re-ordered upstairs gallery
wonder if there is any connection? Helen has
organised a fascinating summer of talks which wil| b
stimulating, informative and as always, thoroughly
enjoyable. | am looking forward to being able to do
through the gate, to admiring Alan’s vegetable
garden, and then stepping into my favourite Museun

Janet Bishop, Chair

that part of the proceeds
will go to much needed
Museum funds. Tracy will
let you know when this
exhibition is launched, via
her regular email updates
and in the local press.

A message from the Curator
| am delighted to welcome you all to the new season —— We have some exciting
We have done a bit of re-arranging in the Museum t Pl talks, by distinguished
accommodate new acquisitions and enable us to thinRistorians, that are already booking up. On 23rd May
in new ways about old favourites. In order notto ~ Duncan Bythell will give a talk on ‘Keld in Swaledale
disappoint those who can’t make the stairs we have 1870-1970 - The Decline of an Upland Community’.
also brought more of the exhibits down to the groundHe tells me that this will be his final public lecture, and
floor. We installed Roger Preston’s new work at the while we hope this is actually not true, are honoured to
end of April, which this time focuses on local be the venue he has chosen for this seminal event. His
limekilns. These black and white photographs have lectures are legendary for the clarity
the same drama as those of the lead mine workings 10 their structure, attention to prime
presented a couple of years ago, and like them, will blgources, and connection of local
for sale. We have invited David Johnson to give us aévents to larger perspectives. orf:
lecture on 18 July, as part of the Friends of the June we are lucky to have Dr
Museum Lecture Programme, on the ‘Lime kilns in  Christine Hallas with us to talk on
Swaledale & Arkengarthdale: the where, the when andhe Garths of Crackpot, a Swaled,
the what for?’ to set these photographs in broader ~Yeoman Family’. The day books o
context. We will also be installing a display of nearly which the talk is based are a treast

70 knitting sheaths, part of a wonderful local trove of information. Last year Dr
collection, that the ownegs _ Jane Greville came into the Museu...

wants sell. So as well af in search of sources connected with Francis Garth

admiring their her current project, revising 1817-1911,
. . 8 , : . Photo courtesy of Myles
workmanship and detail, § ¢ Pevsner’s architectural guide to Metcalfe

| North Yorkshire. | immediately

pounced, and asked her if she would like to present hel

findings. On ¥ August she will talk on ‘Surveying the

Architecture of Swaledale and Arkengarthdale for the

*' Revised Pevsner’. This will be an opportunity to learn
. ahead of publication her discoveries relating to our

dale. Our last talk of the season is 8nA8igust, when

we welcome back Ann Henderson, who will give a

. lecture on ‘Selina Cooper and Keld'. It was thanks to
Ann’s mother, who was a stalwart supporter of the

you can actually buy on
to take home. Their
owner has The Museum

kindly garden in full
agreed swing last
Summer. Thi

year’s blossom &

suggests anothel

good harvest for§

2018




Museum, that we came to know One of our innovative new projects has been funded by
about Selina and the holiday Wensleydale Arts Society, thanks to their Young Arts
camp she set up at Keld. Annis Officer Jenny Haywood. While working with Anne

taking up the story, and we are  Hewitt and her inspiring woven textiles she came up with
grateful to her for coming all the the idea of a Museum Colouring Book. We will be

way from Edinburgh to join us.  completing the outlines and hope to get the book

launched in time for the school holidays.
Much of the winter has been

spent thinking about the new Our shop is already filling up, thanks to the generosity of
Selina Cooper - hjstorical guidebook to Swaledale donors. New stock includes vintage lead mining books
suffragist & - \ye are writing, thanks to support and chinaware and we have also stocked up on new

activist who . C . .
opened a ‘holiday from the Upper Dales Family publications. We have some beautiful stained glass

retreat’ in Keld in History Group. An invitation to  incorporating old Victorian painted paneks(ow), and
1899 as a ‘Spartanparticipate in the celebrations fine Swaledale and Weardale mineral samples...and lots
centre!’ connected with the re-publication more.

of Hartley and Ingilby’d.ife and
Tradition in the Yorkshire Dale$1968) led me to
rashly offer a lecture on how histories of the dale
have been written. So my lecture on 9th May wiill,
by usingLife and Traditionas a touchstone,
examine how it was influenced by earlier histories,
and how it in turn influenced those to come. (Ed:

(I?#iig‘]pj%lar demand this lecture will be reloeatemcreasing costs. HO\_/v_ever as Friends of the Iv_lus_eum, it
means you will be gaining more, as the subscription has

We have a record number of groups booked in to not gone up. We look forward to welcoming you back to

visit this year. They include not only regulars, like the Museum for our fifteenth season. We

the children of Arkengarthdale School, and from hugely appreciate your support! 2

Pannal and Belton schools, but also the trustees otHelen Bainbridge, Curator t_

Weardale Museum anq the F”en.d.s of Le.eds City James and Isabella Pratt bought this little certota |

Museums. We start with 40 participants in a car i, remembrance of their son Thomas (1899-191

rally, who will come to the Museum in search of | who is buried in northern France. The cenotaph %

vital clues to questions in their touring quiz! passed to their other son Anthony Pratt (who
married Gertrude Lockey) after the death of Jam

and Isabella. It then passed to the donor’'s mpth

You will note
that we have put
up the price of
entry to the

Museum and the
talks, as we fight
[p meet

) ) ] r Isabella Pratt. Donated by Heather Branch, Apri
Links in the Chain 2018 Y P

Lime kilns in Swaledale, like the

remains of the lead mining ’/
industry, are a reminder of ﬁﬂ' Tribute to John Squires (1945-2018) -
another time; a link with the past Friend of the Museum

Some in ruins. some still well When we took over the Museum fifteen years ago Jedsone of our

first visitors, and became one of our greatest stipps. Over regular

preserved and some painstaking , : C

restored - all provide us with an Roger’s stunning cups of hot tea we Iearr_lt so much abo_ut the dafe f_nm - its

insight into another time, anothe phoFographs of I_ocal lime archaeplogy,_|t§ myst_erles, as well as its morenbblstory. He

way of living. kllns are on display entertained visitors with long local sagas, he MIbu_Hd_ cases,
upstairs in the Museum & screens and doors. John always had a nuggetosfriafion - no

Some are large, and dominate th are all for sale. matter what the topic. Life will not be the samighaut his warm-

landscape, like the ones at hearted physical presence - but he is of coursgyfiand indelibly part

Sharrow Hill, Gunnerside and Punchard Gill, whilters, of our local history and our own memories.

such as the kiln at West Stonesdale are more itgirtess Helen Bainbridge

intimidating, built by the people who lived and Wed in the

landscape. STOP PRESS

. ) . One of our members has just brought in the fins WfW2 British
Picking your way through th_e detritus of the lastring you Army 2 inch mortar bomb which he found while swinmgin the
cannot fail to feel a connection to that past, arithe Swale between Healaugh and the swing bridge! Thardate of 1942
landscape, and I have tried in these photograpisaw that | | o gne of the fins. He wonders if it was usedhzyRecce Corps whe

connection. they trained in the area?
Roger Preston

=)
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H ow valuable are old newspapers to youThis depends on whether you think there is a gatalfor recyclable paper;
whether you need to line the cat’s litter tray t@ansl your muddy boots on something to keep the fitean. However, to
historians old newspapers are something else -gnlde A glimpse into the lives of quite ordingrgople whose names made the
local press, as well as popular opinion on serexents that made history. Newspapers were witittesell copy, so they offer a
contrast to official documents which recorded nteavents. Local newspapers had to name namedether you won the egg
and spoon race at the Coronation sports or weteefgre the Bench for some misdemeanour, your naasemthe newspaper.
Births, marriages, deaths, scandals, auctions etleemiversaries, this is what made the news, ilhdaes.

Researching old newspapers has recently been tmrosed with technology. Instead of going all thay to the Colindale
Newspaper Library in London, you can now flick thgh thousands and thousands of pages online. TitishBNewspaper

Library has now closed, but their holdings are laldé through the British Newspaper Archive online
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.dhis is a partnership between the British Librang Findmypast who are digitising 40
million newspaper pages. What a resource! Youacaess these online (subscription required) autitt the computers at the
library. You can search them using a word or apéy but sometimes the results look strange becditise system used OCR —
Optical Character Recognition — which renders samils as odd symbols. But there are still rictkipigs.

The British Newspaper Archive allows you to sefgatticular titles, and a whole range of newspapezgelevant to our part of
the Yorkshire dales. In the early years there weteso many provincial publications so dales newas reported in titles such as
theLeeds Intelligencerthe York Heraldor theNewcastle Couranbut by the mid to late f9century there was a proliferation of
titles which reported on local news. Our locahisDarlington and Stockton Timeand the British Newspaper Archive has
recently added this to their digital collection witates between 1846 and 1911. Not all datesomeyed, newspapers are fragile
and ephemeral, but this still saves having to wimdugh miles of microfilm in a library. Otherlés that reported on local news
in this collection are, thRorthern Echdetween 1870 — 1900urham County Advertiser814 — 1910, Dailysazette for
Middlesbroughl870 — 1940Pateley Bridge and Nidderdale Heral®77 — 1904, and some of the newspapers from Her side
of the Pennines Fhe Westmorland Gazett818 — 1909Kendal Mercuryl834 — 1880 and a range of Carlisle newspapers.
Burnley newspapers also reported widely on Swaéedabple and events and obituaries regularly teddite story of those who
had left the dales and crossed the Pennines tcakhite. The Teesdale Mercuhas had digital editions for some time now
searchable between 1855 and 1885://www.teesdalemercuryarchive.org.uk/

Here is a notable Swaledale character whose desdtraported in 1829:

Yorkshire Gazett27 June 1829

‘On Thursday the 18inst at Reeth in Swaledale, in this County. Mad&earton, in his $%year. He was born at Feetham Holm
in the parish of Grinton, in March 1736. He wanrtbithe racing stables at Middleham at a very eagly, and was greatly
esteemed on account of his ability and integritg aisler, and won a greater number of gold cups &émgy jockey in his day. He
rode Dainty Davy in the celebrated match betweanhbrse and Sylvia at Richmond in 1765: and werxtbncaster St Leger in
1784, on Mr Coates's Omphale. He was many yedh®iservice of Sir Charles Turner and Sir Hedwdvitliamson. About the
year 1809, the last of the family of the RaperReéth died intestate, and although a very distdation, Mr Kearton was found
to be the heir-at-law, and after a long and expendigation , obtained possession of a considerptoperty. For the last three
years he has been totally blind, and confined tbibe&onsequence of a weakness in his hips andskbeéretained his mental
faculties unimpaired to the latest moment of histexce.’

NB At John Kearton’s burial at Grinton 93une 1829 he was said to be 92 and his baptismssiehave been in April 1737 so
you couldn’t always believe everything you readhie papers, even nearly 200 years ago!
Marion Moverley

Archives Consultation
NYCC is launching a major
consultation on what the North
Yorkshire Archive service of the futurg

Yorkshire Historic Dictionary Mystery Object

\l\//IVe(’jve I?etehn conFac;[ed th Alte;(ant(rj]ra No-one guessed that @
Yekci" HE'T pro;e%_ar_c VISLTOr (€ 1 the Jast object was arg
orkshire Historic Dictionaryproject at - cihetic mask fro o

the Borthwick Institute, University of the collection of Dr should look like.

York. The dictionary contains words Spiers’ instruments! This issue’s mystery | Currently the county archives are
relating to many aspects of YOrkshir€'s ', o cent donation about 13 cms long | housed in the County Record Office at
herltage an_d she is kee_n to reach out with an ivory coloured handle and a Northallerton in a bUI|dII"Ig that is in
beyond their usual audiences and slightly flexible loop made out of faux need of a complete overhaul. In
engage the wider community. Find out, . .cochail consulting on future provision, they
more at: want to understand what other heritage

https://www.york.ac.uk/borthwick/proje
cts/yorkshire-dictionary/
The project will run until January 2019.
For further information contact

Alexandra Medcalf, 01904-321166 of
email: borthwick-institute @york.ac.uk site:

We can provide a postal address if 7 = http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/recordaf
you'd prefer to write to her instead ' ) ficesurvey

groups, as well as users and non-users
of the service would like to see
provided by a digital age record office.
If you are able to take part please vis
the consultation webpage on their we

O —+




Swaledale Archaeologists Plan Further Exploration of Fremington’s Romno-British Site

Amateur archaeologists from the Swaledale and Ayaghdale Archaeology Group
(SWAAQG) are planning for another summer exploringamano-British site in
Swaledale.

In July 2017 SWAAG led a large excavation near Haggn in Fremington. The
dig, which was strongly supported by over 70 vadans, received funding from the
Yorkshire Dales National Park Sustainable Develamtrfeind.

It was the first large scale excavation on the Hsitgy Project Leader, Philip
Bastow, said, “Public support for the dig has beesrwhelming. This is the largest
project that we have undertaken. Our finds hawe albbeen professionally
examined and it has beeanfirmed that the site has regional importancewaad
Volunteers hard at work on the site  were delighted to share these finds with the puitlia presentation in Reeth orf'21
April.”

The finds include interesting Roman artefacts tiatt towards both domestic and trade
raising more questions than answers. Philip S8 are discovering an exciting new
phase in the history of Swaledale. It's a chalieggroject and every new find raises ne
questions that we need to answer.”

Last summer’s dig confirmed that the site was nealily important when a beautiful piec
of worked stone was found. It has been identifish Roman cosmetic or medicinal
palette. Just imagine that a lady or her maid irfiglve used this to mix and apply facial
cosmetics. The edge of the piece was chamferechdrine edge, perfectly smooth on o
side and small enough to sit comfortably in thechafhe palette is only one of several
high-status items which were found. They havdadin professionally examined and
indicate that the site was occupied from at Idastearly 3' century to late % century AD. Part of the excavated area
This coincides with the period of prosperity att€atk. A link that has been reinforced by

finds that indicate the presence of an individu@hwmnilitary connections.

Philip described the site, saying that “There isindhouse that faces east, with its back to
the prevailing winds and weatheFhe door entrance has a stone sill that has bekullgk
chiselled to form a rebate and drip groove, andat® is without parallel in the couptr A
large area of flagged yard, laid upon older colghllmas been uncovered to the south of the
roundhouse.The quality of the civil engineering on such aatgite is extraordinary, it
shows that the site wasogressively improved and developed during itupation. | am
sure that it has more secrets to show us.”

This is very much a community project and SWAAG ldowelcome support from local
volunteers with an interest in archaeology. Theme no charges for participation and all
equipment and training will be provided. They jusint your enthusiasm!

Artist's impression of the site when
occupied The dig will be held from Wednesday'40 Wednesday 1BJuly. Anyone interested in
taking part should contact SWAAG ahdrea@SWAAG.orgFor more information on any

aspects of SWAAG and the dig please visit theirsitetat:www.SWAAG.org
Rod Flint, SWAAG

Pop-Up History Rescue Unit

Three years ago the Swaledale Museum was invitedrticipate in Muker Show. It has proved a wofuleaand immensely
enjoyable opportunity to meet people and learn nabiut the dale, as well as demonstrate some oéfueirces that we have here.

This year we would like to do something special halp the organisers capture some of the histotii@Show. On our stand in
the produce tent we will have a special tape resrai@ catch some of your memories associated wétshow. We would also like
people to bring objects and archives - postergepasettes, letters, photographs which we willyoop site on the day. Do you
still have the clothes you wore to Show Day 10,20b0r 30 years ago? Can you still wear thermeifbring them! As a result of
this project the Show Committee will have a findlexdion of words and images capturing how the Shaw changed over time,
stories, memories, thoughts - before it is too.l&8e do come and visit us on the day.

Calling all Friends of Museum volunteers - can gome and help us on the day (Wednesday 5th Septembie need four or five
people to man the tape recorder, and take photbgifap us!




In the footsteps of Thomas Armstrong...Thanks
I'd like to thank the Newsletter readers who cotgdame as they had deciphered Thomas Armstrondéssn
diary extract to be the battleshidMS Temeraire Since then | haven't progressed any further wititle
Tom'’s naval career research, but | have republishedCrowther’'s Marriagas Kindle.

I'm interested in Uncle Tom’s naval career as lidad his stories were inspired by real life even8ue
Crowther's Marriageunfolds around the salvage of a battleship,Shata Colonna The following extrac
from the book however infers that tBanta Colonnamay have been French and not a ship he served on:

The old fellow had the essentials: sent to Engfamd refit, the Santa
Colonna had been re-commissioned just after it becknown that
Maraguay’s neighbour and naval rival had boughtifrérance one of the
13.4-inch Lorraines. Not to be outdone, a Maragaragommission was sent to Italy, where a 15-
inch-battleship of the Dandola class was acquiréd. Maraguay’s naval forces were insufficient to
man two large ships the Santa Colonna, promptlyaded obsolete, was sold for a song to three
gentlemen, one of whom was the President’s nephéns. trinity resold her to shipbreakers in
Hamburg, but she had parted the tow during a gale, arifting, was eventually stranded in The
Bracelet, where a nucleus Maraguayan crew had thalykdropped anchor and more thankfully
seen a helicopter.

Temeraire at anchar, 1909

As always, I'd love to hear from anyone with merasrof Tom or his wife, Dulcie.
Linda Bray, Great Niece of Thomas Armstrong
Lawn House Publications, email: lawnhousepublice@outlook.com

/ \s usual, during the winter months the Museum has received an interesting assortaienteries, some of which are more
easily answered than others. This one was slightlse unusual than some....

Ruslan Pashayev, a wrestling fan from Ohio, wry inquiry is about traditional folk wrestling d8s which were historically
practiced in Richmondshire, Yorkshire. Accordinghe bookThe Diary of Charles FothergjllL805, looks like this part of North
Yorkshire had strong wrestling traditions in theela700s early 1800s. Fothergill refers to the lgnamners' sports in his diary. To
the best of my knowledge wrestling matches alorth winning, leaping, cudgel plays were among thstrpopular amusements at
the local Fairs...and other local folk festivals. Amgahe centres of local sports were Richmond, Régtmington, Aysgarth etc.
Please let me know if you have any materials aditicanal wrestling styles practiced in that area.”

There’s nothing specifically about wrestling in teseum archives but a search of old newspapenseofthank you Marion
Moverley!) turned up endless columns dedicatedh¢osport in Westmorland newspapers, where it wasstll is, an important part
of social get-togethers. The Westmorland evemtacéd competitors from far and wide, sometimemsnevom Swaledale.

TheTrue Sportsman’s Gazet?d October 1841 for example has a whole columwmastling at Penrith, with results for each round
which there were many participants, and a lishose who ‘stood’ and those who ‘fell’. Andrew $jaby of Swaledale ‘stood’ in the
third round.

Marion also found articles about the Newcastle &aaftrestling matches to which the Newcastle andisaiRailway Company
subscribed. Hexham also had Easter Wrestling cotigms. By the 1850s there was a North of Engl#v@stling Society. The
Westmorland Gazettdvertised local events which included wrestlirgtehes such as the edition fof"28eptember 1856 which ran
an advert for Keswick Sports with £40 to be givempiizes in Wrestling, heavy and light weights, HdlRacing, Leaping etc. Even
places like Stockton on Tees and West HartlepodiMnastling matches which attracted competitormfes far away as Cumberland
and WestmorlandThe Northern Echo7" August 1873, announced the West Hartlepool Hdttical Show and Gala “...there will
also be awarded £50 for Wrestling in three class€ésmberland and Westmorland style — for 11 andtéAe men. A special train
will run from Tebay, Penrith and all stations upatad including Darlington...Two splendid Military Basmaill give two concerts
through the day...”

Ruslan provided further information: “...1 am aware@fmberland/Westmoreland Ring (or Northern Ringjlvas huge wrestling
promotion since 1825. They had their branchesyswegre around the country, Newcastle, Manchesesgdk, London of course. It
was basically a travelling...entertainment, they wasiidw during the Easter week etc ...looks like lodédn’t know much about
Cumberland wrestling, and the participants weréch#lg a troupe of the same wrestlers from those ¢aunties [who] would take al
the prizes. Not surprising it was their style.tBuwhen | read that passage from Fothergill diarguatiocal wrestling traditions, |
understood that there was some local North Yorkshiiestling style not related to the Cumbrian ohevould be amazing to find
more materials on it... | do think Yorkshire Dalesl their own wrestling style, which most likelychene extinct because of the hard
pushing from the side of Cumbrian Wrestling.”

If anyone can help Ruslan with his research, plgasé touch with him directly oruslanpashayevl5@gmail.cdiut do let us know
as well so we can possibly do an update in a fuliewsletter.




Friends’ Programme 2018
All talks to be held in the Museum at 7.30pm
Please note that other events may be added duringe
course of the season

Wednesday 23rd May
Duncan Bythell,
‘Keld in Swaledale 1870-1970 - The Decline of anasgl
Community’

Wednesday 20th June
Christine Hallas,
‘The Garths of Crackpot, a Swaledale Yeoman Family”

Saturday 30th June
Richard Lamb - A Tour of the Grinton Mill Site 10a82pm
[limited numbers] contact the Museum for details

Wednesday 11th July (repeated from 9th May)
Helen Bainbridge,
‘A Little Country in Itself - Ingilby and Hartley'Swaledale’

Wednesday 18th July
David Johnson,

‘Lime kilns in Swaledale & Arkengarthdale: the wiethe when

and the what for?’

Wednesday 1 August
Jane Greville,
‘Surveying the Architecture of Swaledale and Arkamigdale
for the New Pevsner’

Saturday 4 August
A Lichen Drop-in with Les & Sue Knight

Wednesday 8 August
Ann Henderson
‘Selina Cooper and Keld’

COST: £4 for Friends and £5 for Visitors.
More information: 01748 884118
museum.swaledale @btinternet.com
Please watch the local press & posters for occakaiterations
to time/date &, if coming from a distangaeasecheck with
the Museumbefore setting off.

Mrs Greathead — a little known local hero

A Swaledale solicitor’'s widow, Elizabeth Eleanor
Greathead, quietly made history in early 1907 whiea
British Journal of Nursingeported on ' February: ‘It is
interesting to note that a lady has for the fiirsetbeen
appointed to the office of Clerk to the Guardiahs,
appointment having been made by the Reeth Guardiahs
the Reeth Rural District Council, who have eledid
Greathead as their Clerk, in the place of the N&té\ B.
Hudson. Aghe widow of Mr Greathead, a solicitor, who
held the office for a number of years, the new Kiswell
acquainted with the duties to be performed.’

This was no mere secretarial post. We have soe@afl
what the job entailed, thanks Tie Business Encyclopaedia
And Legal Advisef1911): ‘The position of Clerk to the
Guardians carries with it great responsibility, &the most
important office in connection with the adminisioat of the
Poor Law in the Union. His the expert adviser to the
Guardians on all matters affecting indoor and ootdelief
and those relating to the powers and duties oGiardians.
The Clerk is not obliged to belong to the legalfession,
though this probably obtains in the majority oftareces,
and in such cases the fact is of considerable aagario the
Board...’

Mrs Greathead was born Elizabeth Eleanor Bennett, a
farmer’s daughter from Deddington, Oxfordshire, aathe
to Swaledale when she married local solicitor Fianc
Joseph Greathead in 1879. He was appointed GldgHet
Reeth Board of Guardians and to the Rural Sanitary
Authority Committee in April 1884 but died ten ysdater
and by the 1901 census Elizabeth is describingeleas a
‘solicitor’s clerk’, presumably having gained exiggice
working alongside her husband. Having married7astie
certainly hadn’t had time to do much law studying
beforehand, even if the profession had been opharteit
wasn’t until 1922 that the first female solicitoasvadmitted
to the British legal profession

The Local Government Act of 1894 had allowed wortgen
serve on parish rural district and urban distratrcils for
the first time and by the late 1890s, they werevidence in

Those of you who are interested in the local nevéliay
Sinclair might be interested in the forthcomingr&sim of
Consciousness Centenary Conference’ to be helledfi€d
Hallam University 28 - 28" July 2018. April 2018 marked a
hundred years since May Sinclair's now-famed reviéw
Dorothy Richardson’®ilgrimageappeared in the modernist
periodicalThe Egoistlikening Richardson’s prose-style to a
‘stream of consciousness going on and on’. It thadfirst
acknowledged use of a literary term which was twobge a
defining aesthetic of modernist literary represtote of the
daily fluxes, nuances, thoughts and perceptiortkefnner life.
This centenary conference seeks to draw out digous$ the
complexities inherent within the term ‘stream ofsoiousness’,
its intersections with psychological and philos@ahdiscourses
of the period, its influences on later literatutes cultural and
intellectual debates it inspires, and its centyalifustifiably or
otherwise — as a defining aesthetic of literary eratsm. Hoste
by the May Sinclair Society.

Conference organisers: Dr Claire Drewery, Sheffiéédlam
University; Dr Rebecca Bowler, Keele Universityoract them

local government, on School Boards and Poor Lawdna
on parish, rural and urban district councils and.ondon’s
vestries. By 1900, there were around 1000 womem Po
Law Guardians, more than 200 women members of $choo
Boards and about 200 women parish councillors.y @rd
city and county councils eluded them. The Local
Government Act 1907 admitted women to all local
government authorities (including borough and cgunt
councils) and women ran their first candidates shatimn.
By 1914, some fifty women were serving on borougti a
county councils in England and Wales.

Mrs Greathead was very much a part of this increpsi
involvement of women in politics but was way aheéthe
field in holding the position she did. Astonishingwo
decades later, she was still unique. Theds Mercury
reported in 1926: ‘The only woman who is a clerk to

0 Guardians and also to a Council, Mrs. E. E. Greathef
Reeth, is retiring.’

With thanks once again to Alan Gibson for allowirggto
make free with his extensive research notes!

at SOCcentenary@gmail.com




